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| Reverend S I R, 
r Some time ago read a ſmall | 


Tract, entitled, An Apo- 


wh Church of England, touching 
bh their Claims of ſpiritual 
Powers, as derived from Chriſt, ad- 
dreſſed to the LaiTy of Great Britain; 
without thinking it worth any farther 
Notice: Suppoſing it the Production of 
ſome diſſatisfied Curate, wrote either 


to pleaſe his Patron, or to revenge ſome 
trifling Affront ſuppoſed to be given 
his Gown. But, on my being lately 
aſſured it came from a no leſs maſterly 


Hand than your own, I prevailed with 
myſelf to make a few curſory Remarks 


. on It; in order to convince you how far 


beneath yourſelf the near Relation of 
the Subject has unwarily carried you; 
and, to prevent your thinking it beyond 
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= The CLA1Ms of the CLERGY 
: Anſwer becauſe. no better Pen has 
thought 1t deſerved one. And I judge it 
proper here to declare, that no baſe or 
perſonal View whatever was the Occa- 
ſion of this Addreſs; but a diſintereſted 
Zeal for Truth, to which, you will cer- 
tainly agree with me, all Conſiderations 
ought to give place. | 


Tur Title you have choſe is grand 
and pompous, An Apology for the 
.CLERGY, addreſſed to the LAIT Y. On 
reading this, one would imagine the 
Clergy, at leaſt in your Opinion, wil- 
ling to ſubmit 7he?r CLaims to our | 
1 Deciſion: But, at your Beginning, you 
It tell us the Cauſes of your writing: : 


| P. 3. Tame Enghſh Clergy have of late 

« been treated in ſo extraordinary a 

„ manner, that it is high time the 

| | “ Publick ſhould be made ſenſible what 

1 „ Kigbits they have to the many Civili- 

| * ties that are daily beſtowed upon 
« them.” | 

| Ir, Sir, the PuBLIck are, till this 

#4 time o'day, ignorant of the Rights of 

| _ the Clergy; they have hitherto paid 

I them extraordinary Reverence and Mo- 

= NE to a fine Purpoſe: For the Pub- 

lick here, I apprehend, means * 
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repugnant to CRERISTIANITY. 


Nation, except the Clergy; and 
whence | we poor Laymen of ALL 
Conditions may judge your Opinion of 
our Favours. — However, our know- 
ing ſo little before will render us the 
more obliged for your uſeful Diſco- 


As the Title of my Book ſpeaks 
“ Good-will to that Order of Men”, 
{Priefts} “ IT foreſee that many Preju- 
4 dices will lie againſt it; yet I will not 
c ſo far deſpair of the Juſtice of Man- 
4 kind, as not to believe, that Truth (by 
< whomſoever offered) will /omewhere 
« meet with Friends; eſpecially when 
ce jt ſhall appear, that the Diſpute is not 
« about the temporal Rights of Clergy- 
< men, but about Rights of another kind, 
« in which the Intereſt of our common 
« Chriſtianity is more directly and in- 
« mediately concerned. 


Now, Doctor, we ſhall underſtand 


one another 1 Lou have here 
unluckily fallen into the ſo often exploded 
Rant of the Gown.— If we offer to 
diminiſh the Po WER, or even tear off 
the Hem of a CLERGYMAN's Garment, 
it is roundly aſſerted, that the Cuurcy 
bas received a grievous Rent; and, 
perhaps, the ſecular Arm ſhall be ap- 
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The CL aims of the CLR RGY 


plied to for Redreſs of the Grievance. 


This Artifice has been already fo 


frequently decry'd, that I wonder to 


find it diſh'd out again, even without 
the leaſt Garniſh to whet our Appe- 
tites: Could the Clergy once bring us 
ſeriouſly to believe, that by 3 
THEM we oppoſe CuRIST, their Wor 

were done, and they then may lead or 
drive us at their Pleaſure, according to 
the pious Endeavours of good Parſon 
BETTY, and many other temporally 
zealous Brethren, who labour for the 

Glory of God, that themſelves may be 
exalted to a glorious Benefice. The 
Matter in Diſpute ſurely is -no other, 


than the temporal Rights of Clergymen; 


ſince not one Aſſertion you undertake 
to confute, reſpects the Cauſe of Cbriſti- 
anity any farther than the CLA1Ms of 


_ the Clergy are concerned. 


You ſeem, Doctor, to reſent the 
Aſſertion, That the Clergy are mere 
Creatures of the State: How far it is 
true in all ſuch of them as have Oppor- 
tunity to verify it, is too evident at 
preſent to require Inſtances. But not 


a little humorous is your telling us, that 
we might as WELL ſay, the BIBLE 
wants the Authority of the Broad Seal 
Re” | 1 
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repugnant fo CHRISTIANITY: 
to conſtitute it ſuch; as, that a Biſhop 
ſtands in need of it to make him one!!! 


You may well ſay, you vENTURE wo ſay 


it; for I really think it a Brave Aﬀer- 
tion, and what requires much more 


Front than Learning to defend it 


J dare ſay, moſt of the Laity, to whom 
vou addrefs yourſelf, will own the /@- 
cred Authority of the BiBLE without 
the Broad Seal: But, if you will force 
them by this Parallel to think a Man as 
fully a Biſhop without it, I would be 


glad to know whence he derives his - 


Authority; or how I ſhall know a 
Biſhop from another Prieſt? Since I take 
it to be the Act (in the preſent Conſti- 
tution of Our Church) neceſſarily pre- 
vious to any other Election, Ordina- 
tion, Confirmation, &c. and the Foun- 
tain, whence ALL his ECCLESIASTICAL 
PowEeR ſprings: For what avails the 
mean Evaſion of ſaying, that Chriſtian 


Princes never confider'd themſelves as the 


Fource of ſpiritual Power, when the Prince 


and his Subjects acknowledge no ſuch 


Power in any without his Appointment ? 


. 


$ 


13. 


Lov tell us, that the Deſig of your P. 5. 


writing was, © to lay together a few 
% eaſy. Obſervations, which may ſerve 
to direct plain and honeſt Minds, who 


* are 
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leſs your Reader knows (not only of 


P. 6. 


4 to expect to be HEARD or anſwered.” — 


The CI AIM Ss / the CLERGY 
are not verſed in Controverſies of this 


Tuis I think well premiſed: For the 


this Controverſy, but of every thing 
elſe) the better Chance you have to 
direct him: Since the leſs a Man is 
acquainted with the Road, the glad- 
der he is of a ſeeming Guide, a Will 
oth Wiſh,” who therefore can more 
eaſily miſlead or trapan him. | 


I BELIEve the Goſpel; and there- 
fore, as you own, have a Right to 
ſpeak of it: But one would wonder 
what ſome Gentlemen had done to 
merit the Inſinuation of being indecent, 
the Epithets of Preſumptuous and Igno- 
rant, till we come to the Bottom of. the 
Page, where we find their Crime is, 
Pretending to underſtand the Laws of 
Chrift; and, which is worſe yet, fo 
write dum the Powers of the Chriſtian 
CLERGY; Of ALL PERSONS LIVING, 
« ſay you, theſe have. the leaſt Reaſon - | 
HERE, Doctor, is the true Spirit ot 
a Prieſt: Whoever writes againſt 
them, their Power or their Money, 
muſt not he heard; no, let him ſpeak | 

| ever 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 7 
ever ſuch evident Truths, he muſt not be 
HEARD: —— This, Reverend Doctor, 

| as oa. for your Cauſe, happens to be 
out of your Power to prevent; as the 
anſwering them is beyond the Capacities 
of' any of your Brethren, who have yet 
entered the Liſts againſt them. But 
a little more (were 1t but ſeeming) Mo- 
deration would well enough become a 
Chriſtian Prieſt, who is commanded to | 9 
convince Gainſayers, which cannot well 1 
be done without HEARIN G them. 


18 


IT ux Goſpel being conſidered as the P. 7. 1 
Religion of the Ages after its Com- i 
mencement, and the Gifts of Inſpiration 
to be ceaſed, you make the Faithful ar 


a Loſs how to preſerve and tranſmit ] 
the Doctrines of the Apoſtles, for the I 


Standard of Faith: And, with an Air P. 8. 
of Triumph, after an emphatick Pauſe, 
- | you break forth: © The Scripture 
„ ſhews you in what manner the 
„„ Apoſtles themſelves ſet out. The 2 Tim. 
4 « Things that thou haſt heard of me, the ii. 2. 
„„ . ſame commit thou to faithful Men, who 
« ſhall be able to teach others alſo.” And 
£ 3F then you cite another Text (which 
II repeat preſently) in which St. Paul 
bids Titus ordain Elders, or Biſhops, 
or 
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We CLaims of the CLEROY 


1 both, out of ſuch as were of Holy 


Lives: 


WII, Doct 


or, what of this? Why 
this you ſay, teaches us two Things, 


. viz. That the Apoſtles thought the 


_ Goſpel a Truſt they were to hand down 
to future Generations; and that they 
_ choſe the moſt Zameleſs Perſons they 
could meet with, for this weighty 
_ Charge. —-This is {till nothing to the 
Purpoſe : For, were they a 


Biſhops, as you would have it, you 


know we can draw no Compariſon, 
between either their Character or Office, 


with thoſe of our Time. What were the 


Elders choſe for? To execute that Part 


of the Office which of all makes the 
greateſt Figure in a Biſhop's Hands 


now a. days, viz. to take care of the 
_ temporal Affairs of the Church, that the 


_ Biſhop might have no Incumbrance in 
this Life, to call his Attention from 
preſſing his Flock 
to thoſe of the next. 
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o a ſteddy Regard 


984 -4 EROM this Act of the Apo- 
ſtles, appointing a Succeſſion of Per- 
ſons, with whom the Faith of the 


Goſpel was fþectally to be entruſted, 
the ordinary miniſterial Function, 


and the Diſtinction between Clergy 
and Laity takes its Riſes." 


WHERE 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 
* WHERE you find theſe Words on 
which you lay the Streſs, viz. Su c- 


-CESION, SPECIALLY, I cannot pretend 


to ſay: But am certain, neither they, 


nor any of equal Import, are to be 


found in Scripture; the Perſons then 
choſe were only ſelected for their ſober 
Lives, and ſeem'd ſpecial on no other 
Account: As for a Succeſſion of them, 
it ſeems wholly out of the Apoſtles 
View at that Time. 


2 Ask many who call themſelves 
_& Chriſtians”, [ for none can be ſuch 
who revere not all Prieſts] & and they 
& will tell you, that (for any Diſtinc- 
“ tion made by Chriſt or his Apoſtles) 
« all Chriſtians are Prieſts; all alike 
<« jntruſted with the Miniſtration of 
“ the Word.“ | 

Tus, Doctor, is certainly true; and 
I here defy you, or the moſt digni- 

fied Gown-man among you, to PROVE 
the contrary, notwithſtanding all your 
unmeaning Rhetorick which follows, 
v8. But from the Beginning it was 
& not fo: Nor is it now ſo:“ [Th:s 
Doctor, you know, to your no ſmall Ad. 
vantage ] Nor has it ever been fo.” 
— Nobly aſſerted indeed: But it happens, 
that you have either loſt or torgot your 
TEE =: ® Proots 


P. 10% 


P. 10. 


W,- b CLAIMS of the CLERGY 


Proofs of this Fact, or never had any: 
What follows being no more than a 


few flat Aſertions, to prove an Afer- 


tion you produce no Ground for. 
* The Method begun by the Apoſtles, 
« in the very Nature of it, is ſuch as 
4 ſuppoſes a Continuance; the Reaſons 


„ upon which it was founded will per- 


PII. 


c 


& petually hold, Sc.“ Very true: 


But that 7h:1s Method, and theſe Reaſons 
will make quite againſt your Purpoſe, 
is eaſy to ſee; as we ſhall preſently ob- 
ſerve more fully. LEES 


TELLING us, that we muſt ſuppoſe, 
from the Days of the Apoſtles to the 
Time of ConsTANTINE, the Church 
was juſt in the Situation you would 
have us believe, (or, as it now 1s) you 


C 


A 


then 


. 


A 


FoRE THIS METHOD muſt have 
been followed, unleſs you will ſup- 
« poſe, that, after the firſt or ſecond Ge- 
“ neration of Men were gone off, all 


A 


* 


Things were left to Chance or private 


Liang 


« Diſcretion, and every Man allowed 


c to take upon himſelf the Office of a 


« Miniſter in the Church, who had a 
mind to it; a Notion both abſurd in 


« itſelf, 


{ſharply ay, „ FOWER. the Church 
had none, but what reſted en- 
« tirely within herſelf; AND THERE- 
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repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 


« jtſelf, and a flat Contradiction to 
every Record of thoſe Times that is 


4 now left us.”—— | 

PRAVY, Doctor, what Abſurdity in 
ſuppoſing the Church ſupplied with 
Miniſters by Chance, and private Di- 


cretion? Nay, is it not ſo now? Per- 
haps you'll fay, no; becauſe before a 


Man ſhould be admitted into Orders, 


he muſt neceſſarily be fo qualified, as 


to be a proper Perſon to be 1ntruſted 
with the Miniſtration of the Chriſtian 
Church. This is far from anſwering 
to the METHoD the Apoſtles took in 


ſelecting Miniſters : It is obvious, from 


Scripture, that None were choſe Mi- 
niſters in the Time of Cn xk1sT and the 


Apoſtles, but ſuch as were Men either of 
exemplary Lives, or great and remark- 


able Repentance; or who, ſome way 
or other, teſtified to the World the 
Purity of their Faith by the Tendency 
of their Works. The MrHoOp begun 


by Chriſt, and his real and immediate 


Followers, was indiſputably THIS: And 
THIS METHoD was certainly deſigned 


for a Continuance. But ſurely you will 
not venture to ſay, THIS is the Method 


now uſed in our Church. ——Holineſs 


of Life, a Subjection of the Paſſions, 


Sc. were THEN neceſſary Qualifica- 
C 2 tions: 


42 


P. 12. 


P. 13. 


-The CL aims of the CLERGY 


tions: Are * ſo Now, by the boaſted 


Succeſſors to the holy Function? Are 
not à little theological Learning, and a 
profeſſed Belief of what one Half of 
the Community difallow, ſufficient 
Qualifications for a Prieſt at this Time? 
And 1s it not in the private Diſcretion 


5 
* 


of one Biſhop to ordain him whom 
another rejected? ä 


Yov ask us, When the Empire be- 
% came Chriſtian, what followed? A 


“Church there was already ſubſiſting 


„ under the Pow RRS delegated from 
4 Chriſt. And did the Roman Empe- 
« rors, becauſe they were Chriſtians, 
“ underſtand thoſe Pow E Rs as devolved 
« to themſelves ?!—Did they MAKE 


« Biſhops, or Prieſts, as they did Pro- 


« conſuls and other Civil Officers, by 
&« their own Authority? No ſuch Mat- 
«rex; « Tho? in ſome Caſes the 


& reſtrained Churchmen in the Exercife 


cc of their Authority, never did they 
c conſider themſelves as the Source and 
« Fountain of ſpiritual Power, or 
& Churchmen as mere Creatures of 


e State. For the Succeſſion was ſtill 


t every-where carried on, and Biſhops 
; -- 1 | 7 : 
“and Prieſts were made by Biſhops.” 


— SY # # * 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 
Wurx the Empire became Chriſtian, 


13 


the almoſt firſt Thing that followed was 


1ts Miſery and Deſtruction, not from 
the Goſpel-Doctrines, but from (what 
you ſeem ſo fond of) the POWERS 
aſſumed by thoſe who called themſelves 
 Goſpel-Miniſters. When ConsTAN- 
TINE, charm'd with the ſeeming Hu- 
mility and Sobriety of the Prieſts, 


turn'd Chriſtian, he ſoon felt an Alte- 


ration in the Clergy ; who, ever ready 
to graſp at PowER, immediately began 
to meditate a ſupreme Authority over 
their Devotees, and curb'd, and, in a 
little time, ſubverted, that Govern- 
ment which firſt gave them publick Pro- 
tection. Did not GREGOR II, by an 
unprecedented Aſſurance, excommuni- 
cate and kill the Vicar of the Empire 
for publiſhing the Imperial Decree 
againſt Images, and thereby move moſt 
of Tah, and the Emperor's own Troops 
to revolt, and chuſe themſelves another 
Maſter? Was not even the whole 
Chriſtian World in a continual Ferment, 
by the Diſputes between the PAT RI- 
ARCHS of Alexandria, Conſtantinople, 


and Rome; till by the Ruin of the two 


former, the latter became poſſeſſed of 
that POWER which coſt the Chriſtians 
Rivers of Blood to procure him? Nor 

was 


14 The CLAIMS of the CLERGY 
was this fole ſupreme fþrritual Power 
ſufficient: For, after perpetual Strug- 
Anno lings for the temporal Authority alſo, 
1073. we find at laſt even the Emperor him- 
ſelf depoſed by the Craft and Villainy 
1 of a Roman Biſhop, and forced to yay 
the Alps in Winter, diveſt himſelf of 
the Imperial Robes, and glad to walk RF 
barefoot, in a woollen Frock, to beg 
Pardon of, and be reinveſted with his 
Crown from, a BisHoP of RoME; and 
all this for no other Reaſon, than his 
exerciſing a Power derived to him from 
his Predeceſſors, of conſtituting Bi? 
ſhops, and governing his own Domi- _ 
nions. PowER the Church then had, 
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f with a Witneſs; nay, and when the (7 
1118 | reſtored Emperor HENRY happened to 
4 offend this powerful Biſhop afterwards, 

| i we find his Reverence modeſt enough 

| i Rodoiph. to ſend the Imperial Crown to another, 
Wil and undertake to abſolve the Emperor's 

fl if Subjects of all Duty and Allegiance to 

10 their natural and lawful Soveraign. 

160 | If, Doctor, the Succeſſion was till conti- 


nued every-where, GREGORY was ſurely 

a regular Succeſſor to the Apoſtles; but 

how a Chriſtian can believe him ſuch, 
is perhaps eaſier for you to explain, 


than me to conceive.——But this you 
mult ſay to his Honour, that he was 
7. the 


* 


= 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 
the firſt that ever, in a publick Manner, 


got a Biſhop of Rome choſe without 


the Emperor's Order; and laid the 
Foundation for that PowER in the 
Clergy, which afterwards reduced all 
Chriſtians either to a State of Beggary 


or Vaſſalage, from the Throne to the 


Cottage, —And it is to this ſame 
Power and Authority of the Church, 
that we owe the Diverſion of ſceing 
in moſt of our Hiſtorians, LEWIS VL 
of France, and HENRY II. of England, 
Jointly leading the Horſe on which the 
Twin-Pope, ALEXANDER III. entred 
 Tourcy upon Loire! Whilſt the other 
infallible Succeſſor of St. Peter was, at 
the ſame Time, as much reverenced by 
Spain and the Empire! 1 8 


TVo ſeem to glory in inſinuating, 
that the Emperors did not make 
Biſhops; ſince, as you explain your- 
ſelf, Nomination or Election was never 
< underſtood to create the Epiſcopal 
Authority; but OrDINAT1ON, an 
« Act purely fpiritual, derived from 
„ Chriſt as Head of the Church, and 
&« exerciſed under him; —— without 
which no Perſon can act as a Mi- 
c niſter in the Church. 8 


PuRELY metaphyſical this Diſtinc- 


* 


A 


« 


tion indeed! But, however it may ſound, 


W 
7 


; 
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16 De C AIM S of the CR REV 

is it any more than mere Jargon? 
The Biſhop is not a Biſhop by Appointment 
From the Head of our Church; but is a 
Biſhop independent of ſuch Election or 
Appointinent; becauſe, his REAL POWER 
comes from thoſe, who, in Obedience to that 
Appointment, ORDAIN him fuch! | 
Merry enough! An Officer, in any MW 
kind, has not his Power from the King | 
who appointed him to the Poſt; but 
from thoſe, who, under his Majeſty, 
confirm him in it: Without Ordination 
the Biſhop cannot act as ſuch, tho? the 
King has named him; no more can the 
other, without being inveſted by infe= © 
rior Hands to him who nominares him 
to the Poſt. Beſides, why muſt the 
whole Power of a Biſhop proceed from 
his Ordination, when it is no more than 
the laſt Act of Form to confirm his 
Election? Is not his NoMINAT1on the 
Means or Occafion of all that follows? 
Does not that Aus the others? Why 
then muſt the latter be independent, and 
of a different Sanction from the former, 
when it is a mere Conſequence of it? 
The Head of the Church I uſed to 
eſteem the Head of Biſhops, and 
cannot help ſtill thinking, that where 
the real Power lies of MAKING Bi- 
ſhops (however you ſeem to diflike the # 
- 33 Term) 
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repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 
Term) at Pleaſure, THERE is the 
SOURCE: of all their Authority as ſuch: 
—And, I am perſuaded, that few ſtanch 
Churchmen would diſpute this Aſſertion 
in caſe of the - Pope's Appointment 
they being generally (as indeed their 
Arguments oblige them) well affected 
to his. ſpiritual as -well as temporal 
Authority and Succeſſion, and fond of 
his Independency on temporal Princes, 
the tempting and beloved Aim of all our 
wrangling Leaders. For what can be 
more plain than this, even in your own 
Words, Doctor? You tell us that 
KINGS and EupERORS did not make 
Biſhops, and that their Ox DñINATTON 


ONLY: is underſtood to conſtitute them 


ſuch.— Whether this is agreeable to 
the Conſtitution of the Church, of 
which you are ſo zealous a Member, I 
leave the World to judge! 


17 


Lor tell us, that our Laws know of P. 14. 


no ſuch Thing as a Biſhop without 
Ordination: True; nor of an Ex- 
ciſe-man. without taking the Oaths. Do 
the Oaths then MAKE a Man an Ex- 
ciſe- man; and give him his Authority ? 
Surely, No: Since thoſe, who appoint 
him, can diſpenſe with his Neglect, and 

| D | yet 
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The CLaims of the CLERGY 

yet his Power is the fame: A Biſhop 

offibly may act without Ordination, 

ut not without APPOINTMENT. In a 
word, you know, that the King is 
Head of our national Church, and that 
all the Power a B:y/bop has, more than 
a Prieſt, flows from him, as Foun- 
TAIN of our Epiſcopal Authority, and, 
under God, Head of our Church; there 
being no Eccleſiaſtics in England en- 
dowed with ſuch Epiſcopal Authority, 
any otherwiſe, than is KECEIVED FROM 
HIM, Who is either their iritual Head, 
or they are all Heads themſelves. 


Lou triumph mightily in the Style 
of the Qtditance: for Otdinarion = 
Prieſts; and tell us, it is there expreſly 
ſaid, © They are called to be Meſſengers, 
&« Watchmen, and Stewards of the 
« Lord,” — And are exhorted to thew 
ce themſelves dutiful and thanktul to 
« THAT LORD WHO HATH PLACED 
« THEM in fo high a Dignity. 
Whatever divine. Senſe you would, by 


your great Emphaſis, have us put on 


the Words, that Lord who hath placed 
them, I believe many would be apt, on 
ſuch an Occaſion, to extend their Eyes 
no farther than the LoxD BISHOb. 


IN 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 


. In the ſame exalted Voice you im- 
mediately add, that in every Office, 
« whether for Biſhops, Prieſts, or 
„ Deacons, the Ordination is $UG=- 
„ GESTED to be performed in purſuance 
< of the Directions of Chriſt, who 
* hath appointed divers Orders of Mi- 


„ niſters in his Church”—< And 


« the very Words of Ordination run, 


P. 1 


&« In the Name of the Father, and of 


e the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
And then you very judiciouſly ask, if, 
after this, any Man in his Senſes can 
“ doubt, whether a Biſhop, in confer- 
4 ring Orders, is not conſidered by the 
« Law, as executing a Commiſſion 
«& under Chriſt 2” £4 

THE Anſwer to this, is ſo very 
obvious, that it is almoſt trifling to add 
any other Words than your own to 
confute them. What has any Man to 

do with what is sUGGESTED in the 


Did, 


Office of Ordination, that conſiders 


who ſuggeſts it? Have not all Men an 
equal Right to ſggeſt, that, when they 
appoint a Miniſter of Chriſt's Church, 
they do it in purſuance of his Directions; 


and, in the Name of Amazement, 


what is proved by tacking to the End 
8 D 2 - 
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that, as Prices are not entruſted with 


The CL AIMSs of the CLERGY 


of all you do, In the Name of the Fa. 


ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt ? Was ever ſuch an Argument 
uſed by any Man, but yourſelt ! How 
can this poſſibly, as you moſt ſurpri- 
ſingly inſinuate, prove what the Law 
thinks of your Ordination? Pray, 
Doctor, in your next Performance, 
think of the Senſe of what you write, 
before you publiſh it: And, as you 
labour fr the Informatian of the Weak 
and Unlearned, let us be able at leaft 
to draw ſome Meaning or other from 
what you ſay, ar our Edification will 
be but very little. 


In the next place, to prove every 
thing you have aſſerted, you cite the 


following Words from the 37th Arti- 


cle, viz, ? WE GIVE NOT TO OUR 
& PRINCES THE MINISTRING 
« EITHER OF GOD's WORD OR 
« OF THE SACRAMENTS; the 
« which Thing the Hjunctions alſo 


Lag 


lately ſet forth by ELIZABETH our 


« Queen do moſt plainly teſtify.” The 
Uſe you make of this is moft noto- 
riouſly ſtrain'd and unnatural; when 
you aſſert, that it is plain from hence, 


the 


— 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY, 

the: Adminiſtration of the Word and 
Sacraments, therefore they cannot com- 
mit it to others; and yet you allow our 
Princes to be the Appointers of Bi- 
ſhops, who entruſt others with it; 


And is not this, without Evaſion, in 


the moſt extenſive Senſe, committing 
the Truſt of the Miniſtry of the whole 
Church to the Prince; ſince no Man 
can adminiſter the Word and Sacra- 


ments therein, unleſs licenſed by thoſe 
whom the Prince qualifies for that Pur- 


5 poſe, by making him a Biſhop, ander 
melt, in that Church, of which HE is 
the Head. Our Church is no way 


on a Foot with that of the ancient 


Jews (unleſs in relation to the Tythes 
of the Levites:) And their Church can 
never be a Pattern for ours, till our 
Prieſts are appointed firſt by God, and 
then take their Function by Birth. 
Queen Er1zaBztTH, you prove from 
the ſame Article, challenged no other 
Prerogative than what God in Scrip- 

ture gave to all godly Princes. This 
makes nothing to your Purpoſe ; nor can 
I fay any more to ſuch a general Charge, 


than that their typical Ceremonies 


were eſtabliſhed by Moss and AARON, 
in a very particular Manner: But our 
. Church 
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Church is wholly model'd on a more 
ſpiritual Foundation, by Chriſt, with- 


out one of the Offices or — — about 


which we are on diſputing. 


« As the Article refers to the Denne 


7 tions of Queen ELIZABETH, to the 


Injundtions let us go: [With all my 
Heart, Doctor; but pray take me in 
your Hand:] '« Where we find the 


_ © ſame Thing aſſerted as in the Article, 


« vg. That the Queen challengerh No 
Authority or Power of Miniſtry of 
divine Service (i. e. the Word and 
4 Sacraments) in the Church nor any 
other Authority than that which was 
challenged— by King HENRY VIII. 
„and King EpwAazp VI.“ — Your 
telling us, in Explanation of this, 
that King HENRY, in his Letter to the 
Clergy of the Province of Vork, ſays, 


That the Miniſtration of the Sacraments 


was by Chriſt committed to. Priefts, bears 
but little Weight, when we have read 
the indiſputable Anſwer in the Com- 
miſſions taken out by the Biſhops. in 


that and the following Reign (which 
appear to be too glaring even = yourſelf 


to over-look) acknowledging, © THAT 
* ALL JURISDICTION, ECCLESIAS: 


i TICAL AS WELL AS CIVIL, FLOW'D 
„ FROM 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 
c FROM THE KING As 1TS ORIGINAL 
„ SOURCE, AND THAT THEY HELD 
© THEIR BISHOPRICKS ONLY DURING 
„ THE KinG's.PiEasURE.”—— Thoſe 


ly were Biſhops u 


theſe Conditions; 


and ' conſequently unable to - tranſmit. 


any other Authority to their Succeſſors 
than what they : poſleſſed themſelves ; 
which would deprive our | prefent 


Biſhops of any Power, befides what 


came from the King; even ſuppoſing 
ces you eng, Ain hate it erz 
that Ordination alone makes 4 Biſhop. 
This is ſo very full, that all farther 
Diſpute ſeems unneceſſary: However, 
fince you lay ſo much Streſs, by a 
Regiment of ſtaring Capitals, on fome 
Words in the Inſtrument taken out by 


Biſhop BoNNER, I will have them to 


look at in your own Drefs, viz. © We 
t hicenſe you to do in our ſtead, in our 
« Name, and in our Authority, whatſo- 
4 ever Things. do in any Ways appertain 
to the Epiſcopal Authority and Furiſ- 
« diffion, EXCEPT. AND ABOVE 
 « THOSE THINGS WHICH WE 
„ ACKNOWLEDGE TO HE 

„ BEEN. COMMHTED TO YOU 
F GOD BY THE TENOR. OF 


«4 THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.” If 
you | 
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who made this Acknowledgment certain- 
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NET was miſtaken when he repreſents 


The CLA1Ms of the CLExRGY 


you would give me Leave to alter the 


Face of this, and put the „i Sentence 


in Capitals, it would then ftand much 
fuller to my Purpoſe than it now does 


to yours: For, by a Biſhop's being 
commiſſion'd to do his Office in the 
KING's STEAD, and in the KING's 
NAME, he certainly oxDAINS a Prieſt. 
in the King's ſtead, and in the King's 
Name; that I think being Part of his 


Office; and conſequently the Prieſt fo 
ordain'd, has his Authority really from 


the King, and not from the Biſhop, 
otherwiſe than as an Inſtrument in 
the King's Hand. I can by no means 
agree with your faying, That if 


there be any Senſe in theſe Words, it is, 


That Biſhops have an Authority veſted 
in them by Chriſt, 4iſtindt from any 


they can receive from Chriſtian Princes: 
Becauſe you will hardly aſſert, they have 


it immediately from Chriſt, but uc. 


ceſſtvely from the MAKER of Biſhops; 


either the Pope, King, Sc. according 
to the Cuſtom of different Nations. 
Your ſtriving to loſe the Senſe of theſe 
Words, WE LICENSE YOU To OR- 
DAIN, and telling us, Biſhop BuR- 


the King to be the Fountain of arr 
- : POWER 


r CHIEN, — : 
EW Acts 4 78 


 Fepugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 


Powex, is much below a Gentleman of 


your Rank; and your wreſting the 
Word Pow ER into aste and 
Furiſdiction into MacisTRACY, and 
Magiſtracy into Civil EF ECT, and 
Civil Effect into NOTHING, is ſome- 
thing ſo novel and unanſwerable, that, 
1 0 T had better avoid a Reply; 
left we ſhould both give equal Occaſion 
to be — at. But however I 
agree Wit 

„% That there is someE Difference be- 
* tween a Biſbop or a Prieſt, a Super- 
& vor or Common Exciſe- man. 


IA ſurpriſed you ſhould fo exalt 
our Voice againſt thoſe Gentlemen, who 
lay the Clergy by OATH acknowledge 
their whole Authority flows from the King; 
which you moſt profoundly aſſert, is a 
wicked Abuſe on imple M 
CAN SCARCELY BE MATCH'D BY AN 
Ex APL E. Pray, good Sir, where tlie 
WickEeDNEss, where the Aus? 
What in theſe Words to deſerve ſuch 
Language? To fay the Prieſt has his 
Power in the Church from the King the 
Head of the Church, is ſuch a 
© WICKEDNESS as is SCARCE TO BE 
* MATCH'D by EXAMPLE”! What more 
85 E could 


your learned Concluſion, 


Minds, AND 


. 1 
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could you ſay on the moſt inhuman Act? 


Would not theſe Words ſtand very na- 


turally after a Maſſacre of the whole 


Nation ? —— And by this violent Out- 
cry, can you hope to blind our Eyes, 


or captivate our Senſes, from ſeeing, 


That this MATCHLEss WICKEDNESS 15 
only a TRUTH which every ſober im- 


partial Man (tho? a PxIEsTH) muſt own. 


Not only 2 OaTH, but the 
Nature of your Office, prove you to be 
ſubſervient Members to your Heap in 
Chriſt: And it would be a wicked Abufe 


indeed, to make us ſimple Laymen be- 
lieve your Power was independent of 
the King, who give Powers to thoſe, 


who, By VIRTUE THEREOF, and not 
otherwiſe, gives it you._—— Theſe warm 
Breathings on ſuch light, or rather on 
no Occaſion, betray your Deſigns, and 


reduce your PowEr, more than all 
the ludicrous Repreſentations of modern 


Free-Thinkers; and does more for their 


Cauſe than themſelves can. 


PassING in filence what requires no 


Anſwer, let me ask you, what Good 


you think you have done to the Argu- 


ment of Succeſſion, by ſaying, That 
an Interruption in the Series of Bi- 


„ {hops 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 

* ſhops concerns us not: And, as the 
«preſent Biſhops are in Poſſeſſion, let 
4 thoſe, who. would diſpoſſeſs them, 
“make a better Claim? ?:? 

I HAVE the Charity to think, that 
none who diſpute their Claim, deſire 
their Office. But immediately after 


this, is it not odd to hear you ſay, 1n- 


terruptions there have been, you confeſs, 


in the Succeſſion of Biſhops; and till 


ſtranger in you to aſſert, That tho” a 


Man, not canonically ordained, ſhould 
intrude himſelf into a Biſhoprick not 
vacant, yet he is nevertheleſs a Biſhop; 
and his epiſcopal Acts valid; mis 
Power not flowing from the Rules of 
the Church, but the Laws of Chriſt ? 
What you here make of the Chriſtian 
Church, or the Laws of Chriſt, T know 
not. If an aſpiring Miniſter can puſh 
himſelf on the Power and Gifts of a 
Biſhop, and thereby gain equal Autho- 
rity from CHRIST with one properly 
conſtituted, what can we think of the 
Church he governs! or the Doctrine 
Men preach by his Appointment! 
Beſides, is not this notoriouſly con- 
futing yourſelf? If a Biſhop has his 
Powex by Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, 
as you ſay he has; how can a Man, ap- 
| E2 painted 
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pointed to that Dignity by nothing but 


his own UNLAWFUL AMBITION, inherit 
the ſame Gifts with one canonically 
conſtituted, then in Poſſeſſion of the See ? 

But we ſhall ſoon ſee what drew 

you into this Abſurdity.— | 


You carry it with a very high Hand, 


when you aſſert, That there is never a 
Man of common SENSE in England, 


who will fay there ever was any ſuch 
Thing as a Biſhop without Ep:/copal 
Ordination; and yet the Page before 


you fay, That a Biſhop uncanonically 


ordained, who forcibly thruſts himfelf 
into a See not vacant, 1s not therefore 
No BrisHoPp.——T am willing here to 
believe, that your extreme Zeal for, and 
great Intereſt in, the Argument you 
are handling, has clouded your Diſcern- 

ment, and plunged you into ſuch a Heap 
of Incoherencies and Contradictions : 
You ſay and unſay, and all for 


the Good of your Brethren, without 


conſidering that we weak-minded Lay- 
men (for whoſe Benefit you declare 
you write) have not the ſame Motive 
and wEIEHTY Reaſon to byaſs our 
Judgments, which Side ſoever of the 
Argument is uppermoſt; ſo that we 

| 5 | Cans 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY, 
not, with you, forget what was faid 
on. other Side of the Queſtion, per- 
haps but ten Lines before. I wonder 
you ſhould fay, not one Man of 
CIMMON SENSE in England will fay, 
there ever was a Biſhop not epiſcopally 
ordained : When I can hardly help 
thinking, upon Reflection, you might 
recollect ſeveral, who are not aſhamed 
to ſay fo in — But certain it is, 
that many there are, many legal Suc- 
ceſſors to the Apoſtles in the Church of 
Rome, who allow not one of our preſent 
national Biſhops to be Biſhops at all, 
tho? they have the executive PowWER of 
the Office. Many of theſe are Men 
of Common Senſe, and there are Men of 
Commenſe Senje, who think almoſt every 
thing; tis a wild Charge, Doctor, and 
fits but oddly on the Cloth! 


I cANNOT bring myſelf to think the 
reformed Clergy's deriving their Orders 
or Powe from the idolatrous CHurcr 
or Rome of ſo little Signification as 


you make it:“ The Fact”, you ſay, P. 28. 


is allowed: The Church of England 
% HAD her Orders from the Church of 
„ Roms, and it is her Glory ſhe had 
te it from legitimate Hands, whether 
6 : „ Cor- 


The CLaims of the Cl ER 
& corrupted or uncorrupted. I ſay; 


«< LEGITIMATE HANDS: For what 


cc have the Cox RUPTIONS of any 
« Church to do with the Conveyance 
< of the MINISTERIAL AUTHORITY ”. 
« Were Biſhops no Biſhops, be- 
& cauſe through Ignorance, or Wicked- 
& neſs (if you pleaſe) they adulterated 


„ the true Goſpel Doctrines ? As rea- 


% ſonably may you ſay, That a Stew- 
© ard is 70 Steward, becauſe he accepts 
“ falſe Coin, or embezzles his Maſter's 
« Goods.” 5 | 

Wx the Cburch of England ſhould: 
glory in having her Orders from the 
erroneous Church of Rome, T cannot 
conceive: And why, for the Sake of 
boaſting of an extravagant and roman- 
tick Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, you 
ſhould aſſert the moſt wicxed Man a 
legitimate CHRISTIAN BisHon, is ſtill 
more ſurpriſing. The abſolute neceſſary 
Qualifications to form a common Chriſ- 
tian, are Purity of Morals and Holineſs of 
Life: If he becomes openly, and incor- 
rigibly licentious, he ceaſes, in the Eye 
of the Church, to be a Chriſtian; is re- 


nounced, and denied even Chriſtian 


Burial. Shall then a chriſtian Biſbop, in 


whom all Virtues ought to abound, to 


the 


repugnant to CuRISTIANITY. 
the Example of our Directors and 


Guides, and to the Purification of the 


whole Church; whoſe only and alone 
Accompliſhments for that high and holy 
Station, are a thorough Subjection of 
his Paſſions, a Regard for Futurity, 
and a Contempt of the Follies of the 
preſent Life: Shall he, diſregarding all 
theſe neceſſary Qualifications, and aban- 
doning himſelf to Vice and Folly, nay, 
to Blood and Rapine, be a legitimate Mi- 
niſter and Guide to lead to that holy and 
divine Being, whoſe Eyes are purer 
than to behold Iniquity? and under- 
take to direct us to that bleſſed King- 
dom into which we are aſſured, from 
indiſputable Authority, no unclean 
Thing can enter? — This Method of 
arguing your Succeſſion, is not only 
notoriouſly repugnant to the Senſe of 
Scripture, and the Nature of the Thing; 
but alſo ſo contradictory to common 
Senſe, that I ſhould bluſh to undertake 
confuting it, did you not ſwim in ſuch 
Raptures when you unhappily chance 
to mention it; whilſt even your own 
Words and Citations, but a tew Pages 
before, are more than a ſufficient An- 
ſwer to all that can be urged on this 
Head, by yourſelf or any of your moſt 
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P. 8. zealous Brethren. — You firſt quote 


St. Paul, where he charges Timothy to 


commit what he had told him to 


FAITHFUL Men; and where he alſo 


bids Titus OoRDAIxN ſuch to be Elders 


(which you explain to be Biſhops and 
Prieſts) as were #lameleſs, ſober, juſt, 


Holy, temperate,-——and then you add, 


as an Inference from it, That they ID 


. chuſe « ſuch Perſons, as, by the Soun p- 


„ NeEss OF THEIR FAITH, and the 
& SOBRIETY OF THEIR LIVES; were 
“ fitteſt for this divine Truſt.” Now, 
Sir, if Soundneſs of Faith, and Sobriety 
of Life, made a Man kr for this im- 


portant - Office, in the Time of the 


Apoſtles; can an ignorant 'or wicked 


Man be rr for it? Nay, can he, 


being wickED, diſcharge this Holy 


_ FxvsT any time after? Is it poſſible, 


that HE can inherit that Power, and 
tranſmit that to others, which never 
was given but to true Members of 

Chriſt's myſtical ' Body and Church, 
which no wicktEDd Man can be, whilſt 
he remains ſuch ?—— After all the Scrię- 
ture Anathema's againſt the evil Doer, 
is it not ſtrange to hear a legal Doctor 
of the Chriſtian Church aſſerting, That 
the holy and diyine Gitts of the Miniſtry 


4 


repugnant to CHRISHTfANI Tx. 
are never the leſs exiſtent in a Man 
once orda ined a Prieſt, by reaſon of 


his ERRORS and WickeDNEss, than it 


would be ſhould he keep himſelf ever 
ſo conformable. to the real Chriſtian 
_ Diſcipline!—— Does not Gop in the 
Holy Scripture, declare, that the Heart 
muſt be clean which he inſpires? Do 
you think a Roman Biſhop can either 
inherit or beſtow the Power of Chriſt's 
Miniſtry. at his own Pleaſure, without 
conforming to the Rules upon which it 
ever hath been, and always will. be 
granted? that is, in plain Terms, whe- 
ther the ALMIGHTY will or no? Since 
he has often renounced every Worker of 
Iniquity, even from being a Member of 
his Community, much more from 
being an Inheritor of thoſe Gifts 
which ever were the Reward of diſ- 
tinguiſh'd and exemplary ' Piety ; and 
which, through the whole Scripture, 
appears not indeed given to every holy 
Man, but never given or continued 
where Hohneſs was wanting. But, 


_ waving much more that will offer 


to every common Reader on this 
Head | | 
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De Claims of the CLynoy. 
Is it not ſomewhat unaccountable to 
ſce our Clergy fo warmly lame 5 
pretend to renounce all the other U Dor 2 
trines of the Church of Rome, whilſt you 
ſo ſtrenuouſſy aſfert the Legitimacy of 
their Succeſſion to the Apoſtles; for no 
other Reaſon, as 11 muſt ſees than | 
to give you a little more imagin'd 


PowkR to boaſt of! Were it not much 


better, Doctor, to renounce all Rela- 
tion to them in this ref pe&, and ven- 
ture, if poſſible, to and on the Foun- 
dation that can never fail, a Faith in 
Chrift, according to the Scriptures, and 
Lives anfwerable thereto ?- Any thing 
elſe, however high it may found in the 
Ears of the Unwary or Ignorant, and 
puff your own Vanity and Imagination, 
be aſſured, can never prevail with the 
Candid and Judicious, nor perſuade 
thinking Men into a Belief of your 


Authority. 


Nay, if our orofeat Biſhops derive 


not their — and Powter from 
this Appointment of the Crown; what 


will they alledge in Anſwer to the 
Claims 


ripugnant to CHKISTIANITTr. 35 
Claims of the nominal Biſhops, whotn 
the Church of Roms ſueceſſively preſents 
to each See in theſe Kingdoms abrig ular 

ceſſors to the Biſhors beldte che Re- 
Formation; from — our Clergy, too 
Weakly, are fo fond of deriving thelr 
POWER) — Or, were it poſſible to 
obviate this Difficulty, what can they 
ſay to the Nonjuring Biſhops, and their 
Zucoeſſors, who, by taffuencs of Stare, 
were deprived of their Biſhopricks, 
and their Authorities given to Men 
more in the Intereſt of the then new 
Government? Is not this ſufficient to 
evince to every one, That Biſhops 
really, and plainly, take their Growth 
from the State; and are ſuch, o no 
viſible Effect, any longer than they act 
in Conformity to it? 

Lou Parallel, between a Mini iter of 
Cbriſt and a Steward, is unnatural, in 
the Manner you uſe it. Lou affirm, 

wwe might as well ſay, a Steward is no 
Steward,” becauſe he le zles his Maſter*s 
Goods, or accepts falſe Coin; as that a 
| - inifer ceaſes to be a Miniſter, becauſe 
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De Clams of the CI RRov 


of ' Ignorance or Wickedneſs. — Pray, 
Doctor, does not a Steward, ſo acting, 
Juſtly deſerve to be diſmiſg'd his Em- 


ployment ? Nay, when detected, is he 


| not "Giſcharg? d from his Maſter's Service 


for ſuch Miſdemeanour? Would it be 


reckoned good Uſage, if, in ſuch Caſe, 
others, declaring themſelves truſty and 
careful Servants, ſhould continue to 


acknowledge ſuch a Perſon Steward, 


after he is rejected; pay him their 
Rents, as uſual; and inſiſt on his Re- 
ceipts being a LEGITIMATE Diſcharge? 
he Application of this is too 
obvious to need my Animadverſion. 


War you ay of the Church of 


Rome's tranſmitting a PURE, DIVINE, 
Authority to ours, tho" not poſſeſſed of 


it herſelf, is too plain to be refuted 


without Laughter; which makes me 
rather chuſe, fince you. make no Me- 
dium in this Caſe, to remain one of 
thoſe weak Heads, who hold, what you 
call, a soRRVY Objection to your Power, 
than believe (at leaſt, with you, en- 
deavour to make others believe) that a 


_ 7 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 37 
corrupt and!wicxED Max, can be + 
por eng G00 e at the Gans 
time! 047919 5 wat ; mid boided 


4 


W JJ ͤ H.45-..06 
Tou ra That a Biſhop, in e P. 29. 

gives a 'Truſt-to © preach. not his own 
«. Doctrines, but thoſe of Chriſt ; there- 
4 fore, if the Perſon ordained ſees Cauſe 
to depart from the Doctrine of the Bi- 
e ſhop who ordain'd him, he is bound to 
4. depart from it.”— —Sappoſe he ſhould 
chance to think he had Cauſe to depart 
from all the faid Biſhop holds; accord- 
ing to your Doctrine, he is not the leſs a 
legitimate Prieſt, whether the Biſhop, 
or himſelf, be right or wrong! Pray, 
Sir, what is it then that is 7ranſmitted 
by this Ordination? is it only, as you 
ſeem to make it here, a Power: to 
boaſt of, and a Liberty to think and do 
as he pleaſes, without Danger of for- 
feiting his Miniſterial Gift, or AUuTHo- 
RI TT? Are there not Qualifications re- 
quiſite to obtain him this firſt Order? 
And, can you hope to perſuade us, 
that even when he is arrived at the 

| holy 


e IR. BR... Ac A; 4 © + Yrs — 2 r P anc 2222 
p £ AE 3 | . 8 
— — > — wo 2 * 232 _ pag - by 


RI (= KS {2 Fe. 2 —_ 2 


rr rr . 
. ͤ c 2 r » 


2 
- bow 


. At ran te A oe nr om ee 
— — . ” 


— = — mp - * — 2 . 
N C 2 — — Kn Tata ——— 8 268, 


7 


* — — 


o 
— —— —-¼ʒTr ws. 


— — 


r 


= 
— K— ge 

= ICS = ER <A. 

LID S ary es, 5 


38 


Me Ct Ag N thr CT rner 
holy Station of a Biſhop; he may throw 
all Religion, Virtus, atid common Hongſy, 
behind him; ſhew a wicked Example 
to his Flock, and even bring faiſ 


. ,Do6trines into the Church; and yet 


remain, in Bbinrof his Spiritual Powers, 
as fully capable of his Office as the moſt 
— vigilant, and: pious, #- 
mong them ? As ſoon might the Mi- 
niſterial Gift, and Power, be convey d 
through the Hands of: à Perſon who 


had never been ordained; nay, ſurely, 


Much more probably; the unordained 
Perſon, if a Man of a holy Life, comes 


gearef the RR: Conditions. 


© 


975 „TR Article of be 1 groe 8 
with you in, ſuppoſing you · will leave it 
to every Man's own Undenſtanding, he- 


ther to regard them or no; as well as to 


the Biſhop to make them according to 


his awn Underflanding” : You might, 


had you choſe it; have told us, you 
blame no- body for rejecting them when 


made; tho by 4 Proc Biſhops; 


* 
D 222 Ferri 
1 13 ot « 83 : £ 


which, 


repugnant 1 CunisrIAnty. 
which, as it is a juſt and generqus _ | 
oy: 1 am willing: to n youts.- 5 


100 2 wn ; much on: be aocmmendd for 
your lively Picture of the nutual De- 
pendency of Chuxch and STATE; 
wherein you aſſure us, That © whilſt P. 32. 

« the Civil and the Eccleſiaſtical 

te Powers act in Concert, all will be 

« well: The State needs not to envy 

the Church her Spiritual Authority, 

« whilſt Churchmen yield that Allegi- 
Fe ance. to Kings, which is NECESSARY 

de to give Strength any e to 
| 60 their Govemment?ꝰ 


Tnar che Church iid IS NE- 
CESARY to ſupport a LawevL Civil Go. | p 
ernment, has been indeed experienced = 
by ſome Princes at a very dear Rate: | | 

ut that it 0UGHT TO BE so, will nat | 

fo 9 be allowed: Since in the = : 

Beginning it was not fo, the Founder [| 

of our Religion tells us, it /hould not be | 
Iz; and numerous Examples teach us, 
that the State is in a very precarious 
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We Cr Als of the nr. 
Condition, where it is . — What 
but this imagin'd Share in the Legiſla- 
ture, has involv'd ſo many Princes in 
the unhappy Diſputes with their Subjects, 


which have perpetually: rendered their 


Reigns and Lives tumultuous ad fu. 


ceſsleſs, and often ended in their Ruin 2 
n theſe Commotions tlie PRIEST 
has a very great Advantage of his 


PRINcE, by having free Acceſs to the 


Ears of the whole People, who, perhaps, 


(as indeed it too often happens) through 


a Prepoſſeſſion in his Favour, miſtake | 


HIS Cavuss for the Cavst or Gop; 


P. 34. 


and conſequently think it their Duty 


rather to adhere to what he directs, than 
to the true Intereſis their SOVERAIG Ns 


their COUNTRY, and THEMSELVES. | 


| You ſay, that Prieferafe Shir. 
ce tual Tyranny, Domineering over Men's 
ce Conſcience, and the like, are fine 
Words to lead up a Cry with, when 
the Clergy are to have the Mos 
« raiſed about their Ears, and t to be 


made odious.“ | 
To 


c 


A 


c 


* 


. 


„4 — 


Pl 


repugnant to Curtevriy wr. 2 


To this it is eaſily anſwered, that the 
Chiefy! not all thoſe who have raiſed, 
u here dall, 4 Cry againſt the 

59, have” * happened to be Men 
as 1 tlie Name of Mos, as 
th ctrernity itſelf: They have 
Deen f Learning, Ingenuity, Ho- 
0 And Charucter; and ſome of them 
erf conſiderable Figure; who could 
have no ſeHHintereſted Views from their 
Labours, received no Stipend for what 
they taught, and wiſhed no other Reward 
for their generous Endeavours to propa- 
gate Knowledge, and unſcale our Eyes, 
than what reſults to every virtuous Mind 
on doing a good Action: Nor is it 
probable, that their Productions ap- 
peared, that the Clergy might be deſpiſed; 
but that Mankind might 1 informed : 
And if the latter Defign, by the Force 
of Truth and Reaſon, ſhould produce 
the former Effect; muſt we, to prevent 
it, be kept in Ignorance? Muſt Art. 
„Mankind be kept in the dark, and be 
deceived, rather than a rtw ſhould be 
laugh'd at, who have the greateſt room 

| G to 


1 


P. 34. 
am fighting with Shadows of my 


De Cr.aims of the CLERGY 


to laugh in their Sleeves at the Reve- 


rence, and Money, given them for 
doing that, which the real Miniſters of 
Chriſt know themſelves obliged to do 
for NOTHING, according to their ori- 
ginal Inſtitution; or, at leaſt, for vo- 


luntary Rewards, and not for ford 


ones! This, Doctor, I only ſay by 


way of Suppoſition, it not being, per- 
haps, the preſent Caſe: To evince, 


that were the Contempt of the Clergy a 


natural Conſequence of Truth's being 
generally received, it can be no Ob- 


jection to its Propagation. | 
You ſay, If any ſhould ſuſpect I 


« own making, let him go to the Author 
« of the INDEPENDENT WHIG: A 
« Writer! of whom I will fay nothing: 
« But leave his Works to ſpeak his Me- 
« rit. A Writer! who, I am very 
willing to believe, (and am perſuaded 
the World will for us) has aid more than 
we can both ſay. And whoſe Works have 


al- 


+8 


repugnant to CunISTIANITY. 
already ſpoke his Merit ſo well, as to 
PP — for us to add! 


Or the er you 1 Leave to 

« ſay thus much: That never did they 
« deſerve ill Treatment leſs than now: 
No- where is Chriſtianity taught in 
greater Purity than in the Church of 

« England: In no Age has it been bet- 
e ter defended than in this: In no Time 


« have there been fewer Cauſes of 
2 Complaints of the Behaviour of the ( 
« Clergy in Point of Morals : Never 


« was there a better Diſpoſition in them 
eto pay Duty and Allegiance to His 
« MAIEST and His RoyaL FAMILY, 
« From whence it is manifeſt, that theſe 
<«« Out-rages againſt the Order, are the 
Effect of mere Libertiniſm, anda gene- 
ral Diſſatisfaction to all revealed Reli- 
„ gion; againſt which ſome Men are fo 
e violently bent, that neither Parts, 
e nor Learning, nor Sobriety, nor Loy- 
ce alty, nor all the good Qualities uni- 
« ting in a Clergyman, which conſtitute 
« an amiable Character, and would 
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te gain him Honour in any other Situa- 
« of Life, (no, nor Dioxrry added to 
<« theſe) can ſecure him from thoſe Af- 
cc fronts, which a Man, that underſtands 


„ himſelf, would be aſhamed to offer 


ce to a common Porter. There are, I 
< truſt, ſome reaſonable Men ſtill left 
% among us; and how much theſe- 
* Things are for our Credit, or what 
« Conſequences they ny _—— * 
cc fuch judge. wa | 

ILL Treatment I would by no means: 
have rhe Clergy, or any other Set of 
Men, meet with: Nor do I apprehend” 
this Inſinuation juſt: To make Enquiry 


into the Merit of their Claim to Regard 


and Contribution, is, ſurely, no ill 
Treatment; fince it is our Right to 
know why we are to ſuppoſe them en- 
dued with more Spiritual Authority than 
ourſelves, and whence their Right of 
Maintenance derives: But here you 
could not avoid the beaten Tract of 
your Brethren, by crying out againſt 
the leaſt Query of your Power. That 
the 2 art 8 the e in 
Dan 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 
| Danger, and the whole Fabrick of Epi- 
ſeapacy attacPd,——- Nothing more be- 
trays the Weakneſs of a Cauſe, than its 


Inability to bear Scrutiny. Were the 


_ Clergy themſelves, in their own Conſci- 
_ ences, fully convinced of the Validity of 
' their own Foundation; it is my humble 
Opinion, they are Men of too much 


Candour, to make fuch clamorous Re- 
monftrances againft every little Offer 
to diſcuſs their Pretenſions. Whatever 
you may think of the modern Defences 


of Chriſtianity, it is obvious, all of them 


have not been written by Clergymen : 


But allowing they had; alas! it is too 


evident, that their Succeſs i is not conſidera- 


ble enough to boaſt of The Morality 


ils Clergy, in general, is well enough 
known to convince every Man; that, if 
there never was leſs n to find 
Fault, there never was too much Occa- 


ſion to applaud their Conduct in this 
Reſpect. Particular Inſtanees I ſcorn: 

Bur whether, in general, their Behavi- 
our, as to Charity, Sobriety, Chaſtity, 


an- 


* 
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The Ci AIs of the CLERGY 
anſwerable, to what it muſt neceſſarily be, 


_ to conſtitute them what they aſſume the 


Name of, I forbear to determine. 
Their Duty and Allegiance to his Majeſty, 
I do not any way diſpute ; but, per- 
haps, it may not be more owing to 
Zeal for our Civil Eſtabliſhment, than 


Regard to their own Intereſt. Have they 


not all their Pow E Rs in full Force? Their 


Lands and Hereditaments (however ac- 


gurrd) in the moſt ſecure Tranquillity? 


Nay, have they not CoOmMENDAMS be- 


yond Imagination, and D1sPENSATIONS 
in abundan ce! ***#$YS#*##5 5 
* * * * * * * I am much at 
a Loſs to know what you mean by the 
Afronts, which, you ſay, even DiGn1- 
TY ITSELF cannot ſecure a Prieſt from; 
and yet no Man, who underſtands him- 
ſelf, would offer to a common Porter. 
Nor can I conjecture what you 
glance at in this Expreſſion, unleſs you 

want the Completion of that truly 
Apoſtolical Wiſh of AxrcnziSHoP 


 LAUD: That he hoped to ſee the Day | 


that ne er a JACK-GENTLEMAN in the 


Kingdom ſhould dare to fand before a 
PRIEST 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 
PRIEST with his Hat on For it is 
evident, that the. Vulgar, thoſe. who 


are always ſuppoſed to underſtand them- 


ſelves leaſt, ever ſhew mo/# Regard to 
the Cloth, and have the greateſt Ve- 
neration for the preſent worthy Succeſ- 
ſors of the Apoſtles. —Beſides, Doctor, 
| you know the true Chriſtian is not to 
be a Flatterer on any account; and 

| conſequently not to conform to the Re- 
 gards uſually ſhewn to any Men, who, 
by ſome means or other, attained to a 
Pitch of Dignity, farther than his Conſei- 
ence and the Fitneſs of Things require. 
—— It is this Regard to Dignity, where 
the. Dignity happens to be wrongly 
placed, that produces the greateſt Incon- 
venience to Society, and has involved 
Mankind in Errors for many Ages. 
Regard to Civil Magiſtrates is neceſſary 
to the Well-being of a Common- 
wealth; but other than that, is not abſo- 
lutely eſſential to any deſirable End : And 
in all Ages and Countries, wherein the 
| Honours, due to Prieſts, have been ſet- 
tled, and protected by | the State, and 
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the People compelled to obey them; it 
has always: proved the Bane-of. the Pro- 
ple, and, generally, the Subverſion and 


Which ſuffi- 


Ruin of the Government : 


_ ciently demonſttates-che Wiſdom of our 


_ preſent Conſtitution ; by which, tho? we 
areobliged to contribute totheSupport of 
our Clergy, yet we are left to our-own 
Choice, whether we will pay them, or 
their Doctrines, any other Regard; and 
are therefore wholly independent on their 
Teachings, unleſs ourſelves think them 


conſonant to the Scriptures, and the ex- 


cellent Plan of CHRISTIAN MORALITY 
therein contained. —Were it otherwiſe: 
Were we forced (as many other Nations 


are) to take our Priefts Interpretations of 
thoſe ſacred Writings, as the true Senſe 


them, without daring to declare the 
leaſt Doubt; we ſhould ſoon ſee the glo- 


rious Sun-beam, Which has for ſome 


Years enlightened the Underſtandings, 
| ed the Ideas, and reformed the 
Sentiments of every ingenuous and well- 
meaning Enquirer, begin to eclipſe: And 
our 1 ads in a few Ages, would be 
at piung d 


the Opulences of Spiritual Advantage, 
have unclouded Eyes to read your Pleas; 


repugnant to OMRISTIANITY, 


” plunged into as deep an Abyſs ef Error, 
as ever was that from, which our moſt 


illuſtrious Anceſtors entricated them- 


ſelves; many of them at the Price of 


_ es their Eftates, _ Lives, 


| rox the ole Doctor; p Joe; me en- 
treat you, or any of your Brethren, 


Whoſe Zeal for xoukskL VES obliges 


you to appear publickly in Defence of 
YOUR o- ], ORDER, to conſider, that, 


when you addreſs your Labours of this 


kind to us Laymen, you appeal to 
thoſe, who, not being hood-winked by 


and taegefoee ſeldom ſee your Arguments 
{o concluſive as the forementioned Rea- 


ſons prevail with yourſelves to think 


them. And, above all, let me defire 
you, eſpecially» on ſuch Occaſions, to 


avoid ſuch frequent Claim to Power 


and AUTHORITY : Things, which, to a 


Layman, with a New-Teftament in his 
Hand, appear no way attendant on a 
' Miniſter of the Church, and wholly 
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foreign to the Purpoſe and Deſign of 2 
Chriftian Priefibaed; whoſe Authority 
was to be of A- Nature very different 


from what we ſee aſſumed in our Time. 
For be affured, that while Churthmn 


make Gain their governing Principle of 


their Actions, the Laity (eſpecially the 
more unthinking Part 2 us, which, 
| perhaps, is by much the Majority) will 


be prevail d on to think them 


in earneſt, when they Are ws to 


Springs of Actions purely ſpiritual; 
without taking one Step in the rugged 
Path themſebves, — than is produc- 


tive of ſome viſible and immediate Re- 
ward in this Life; whilſt, at the fame 


time, v WE are all told to expect no Re- 
e for our Virtue here, but to de- 
ned of on a ſufficient Return to all Suf- 
ferings, hereafter. Nor can it be won- 


dered at, when this Conſideration has an 


Effect which good Men ſee with Con- 
rn; fince the Bulk of us, being un- 


0 and of but common Apprehen- 


fions, are much ſooner mov'd by Exan- | 
PLE than PRECEPT 3 and apt to think a 


ot =» F 2. 


repugnant to CHRISTIANITY. 51 
Clergyman gives a much more aun 
Proof of the V aL1viTY. or His Cm 
MISSION, by living a holy and fober 
Life, and ſhewing a truly Chriſtian 
Pattern of charitable. and blameleſs Con- 
duct; than by demonſtrating, ever fo 
plainly, that Archbiſhop PARKER was 
conſecrated in Lambetb- Chapel. 
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